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I. The Idea of the Providence of God According to Calvin

Providence Follows Creation

“When [faith] has learned that [God] 
is the Creator of all things, it 
should immediately conclude that he 
is also their perpetual governor 
and preserver; and that not only by 
a certain universal motion, 
actuating the whole machine of the 
world, and all its respective parts, 
but by a particular providence 
sustaining, nourishing, and providing 
for everything which he has made.” 



I. The Idea of the Providence of God According to Calvin

Providence, not Chance!

“Not that we suppose fortune holds any dominion over the world and 
mankind, and whirls about all things at random… but because the order, 
reason, end, and necessity of events are chiefly concealed in the purpose of 
God, and not comprehended by the mind of man.”

“If any one falls into the hands of robbers, or meets with wild beasts; if by a 
sudden storm he is shipwrecked on the ocean; if he is killed by the fall of a 
house or a tree…carnal reason will ascribe all these occurrences, both 
prosperous and adverse, to fortune. But whoever has been taught from the 
mouth of Christ, that the hairs of his head are all numbered, will seek 
further for a cause, and conclude that all events are governed by the secret 
counsel of God.”

“It was truly observed by Basil the Great, that fortune and chance are 
words of the heathen.”



I. The Idea of the Providence of God According to Calvin

Providence, not Fate!

“We do not, with the Stoics, imagine a necessity arising from a 
perpetual concatenation and intricate series of causes, contained in 
nature…”

“…But we make God the Arbiter and Governor of all things, who, in 
his own wisdom, has, from the remotest eternity, decreed what he 
would do, and now, by his own power, executes what he has 
decreed.”



I. The Idea of the Providence of God According to Calvin

Providence, not mere foresight!

“He is accounted omnipotent, not because he is able to act, yet sits 
down in idleness… but because he governs heaven and earth by his 
providence, and regulates all things in such a manner that nothing 
happens but according to his counsel.”

“…What is called providence describes God, not as idly beholding 
from heaven the transactions which happen in the world, but as 
holding the helm of the universe…” 

“Providence consists in action; for it is ignorant trifling to 
talk of mere prescience.”



I. The Idea of the Providence of God According to Calvin

The Gifts of Providence and The Favor of God

God “frequently declares, that whenever he moistens the earth with 
dew or with rain, he affords a testimony of his favour.” 

David Engelsma: “There can be some question how Calvin understood 
this fatherly care of creation. There are expressions in Calvin that 
leave the impression that there is a certain favorable care of God 
for every creature, including reprobate men, so that the good gifts 
of providence are blessings for reprobate men” (The Reformed Faith 
of John Calvin: The Institutes in Summary, p. 110)

David Engelsma: “The favor of God is upon the creation organically, 
not upon each creature individually (certainly Satan is excluded). 
And the divine blessing of providence is in Christ and, therefore, 
upon the elect only who are in Christ. The curse and judgment of 
providence, which Calvin also recognizes, are for all those outside 
of Christ” (p. 111)



II. The Providence of God and Evil According to Calvin

Sovereign Over Sin, But Not the Author of Sin

“A question of greater difficulty arises from other passages, where God is said to 
incline or draw, according to his own pleasure, Satan himself and all the reprobate. 
For the carnal understanding scarcely comprehends how he, acting by their means, 
contracts no defilement from their criminality, and, even in operations common to 
himself and them, is free from every fault, and yet righteously condemns those whose 
ministry he uses.”

It is absurd “instead of the providence of God, to substitute a bare permission; as 
though God were sitting in a watchtower, expecting fortuitous events, and so his 
decisions were dependent on the will of men.” 

“And whence, I ask, proceeds the fetid smell of a carcass, which has been putrefied 
and disclosed by the heat of the sun? It is visible to all that it is excited by the 
solar rays; yet no person on this account attributes to those rays an offensive 
smell. So, when the matter and guilt of evil resides in a bad man, why should God be 
supposed to contract any defilement, if he uses his service according to his own 
pleasure? Let us dismiss this petulance, therefore, which may rail against the justice 
of God from a distance, but can never reach that Divine attribute”



II. The Providence of God and Evil According to Calvin

Sovereign Over All Evils, Our Great Comfort!

“Human life is beset by innumerable evils, and threatened with a thousand deaths. 
Not to go beyond ourselves – since our body is the receptacle of a thousand 
diseases, and even contains and fosters the causes of diseases, a man must 
unavoidably carry about with him destruction in unnumbered forms, and protract a 
life which is, as it were, involved in death…Now, withersoever you turn, all the 
objects around you are not only unworthy of your confidence, but almost openly 
menace you, and seem to threaten immediate death” 

“The necessary consequences of this knowledge [of God’s providence] are, gratitude 
in prosperity, patience in adversity, and a wonderful security respecting the 
future”

“Finally, to dwell no longer on this part of the subject, you will easily perceive, 
on examination, that ignorance of providence is the greatest of miseries, but that 
the knowledge of it is attended with the highest felicity” 



Where do you stand? 
Calvin stood firmly on the Word 
of God. 

Calvin stood firmly on the truth 
that God sovereignly rules all 
things, even the evils of life and 
the sins of men.

Calvin stood firmly on the truth 
that delivers from worry and 
fear and gives peace of mind that 
God our Father is in control. 

Calvin stood firmly on the truth 
that gives all glory to God.

The Protestant Reformed 
Churches in America and in the 
Philippines stand with Calvin. 

Where do you stand?!



“But as for you, ye 
thought evil against me; 
but God meant it unto 
good, to bring to pass, 
as it is this day, to 
save much people alive” 
(Genesis 50:20).

“And the LORD said unto Moses, 
When thou goest to return into 
Egypt, see that thou do all 
those wonders before Pharaoh, 
which I have put in thine hand: 
but I will harden his heart, 
that he shall not let the 
people go” (Exodus 4:21). 

“The LORD gave, and 
the LORD hath taken 
away; blessed be the 
name of the LORD!” 
(Job 1:21).

And again the anger of the 
LORD was kindled against 
Israel, and he moved David 
against them to say, Go, 
number Israel and Judah” 
(II Samuel 24:1).

“These all wait 
upon thee; that 
thou mayest give 
them their meat in 
due season. That 
thou givest them 
they gather: thou 
openest thine 
hand, they are 
filled with good” 
(Psalm 104:27-28).

“Are not two sparrows sold 
for a farthing? And one of 
them shall not fall on the 
ground without your Father. 
But the very hairs of your 
head are all numbered. Fear 
ye not therefore, ye are of 
more value than many 
sparrows” (Matthew 10:29-31).

“For of a truth against 
thy holy child Jesus, 
whom thou hast 
anointed, both Herod, 
and Pontius Pilate, with 
the Gentiles, and the 
people of Israel, were 
gathered together, for 
to do whatsoever thy 
hand and thy counsel 
determined before to be 
done” (Acts 4:27-28). 

“I form the light, and create 
darkness: I make peace, and 
create evil: I the LORD do all 
these things” (Isaiah 45:7). 


